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New Emergency Notification System in Ringwood and Wanaque already paying dividends.

On Wednesday May 21,2008 a six year old boy was reported missing in a wooded area near Snake Den Road in Bloomingdale.  This road is located in a remote area that borders Norvin Green State Forest as well as North Jersey District Watershed property.  Ringwood is contracted to supply emergency services to the Bloomingdale residences in this area.  While Bloomingdale Police and the Passaic County Sheriff’s Department were coordinating the search effort, Lt. Gary Bertsch of the Ringwood Police Department and Capt Thomas Norton of the Wanaque Police Department worked together to send an emergency message to the residents in the area of the missing child. 

Shortly after the messages were released numerous residents arrived at the Command post and offered assistance.  Paula Roll, a resident of Snake Den Road heard the message and initiated a search on her own in the wooded area behind her home.  Paula located the missing child in a swampy area and then walked him to a trail where they met up with Ringwood Police Officers Ron Porta and James Rapp and Bloomingdale Officer Neal Keegstra.  The child was then returned to his parents, thankfully unharmed.

The Emergency Notification System, supplied through a company, Global Connect of Mays Landing, NJ, was purchased by Ringwood and Wanaque recently.  Both municipalities negotiated and purchased the system at the same time thus saving costs to the taxpayers.  The emergency notification system has been tested in both municipalities.  Ringwood and Wanaque Police want to remind and encourage the residents that they can register additional phone numbers by going to the respective Borough’s web site and clicking on to the link.     
